Summary of Antonio Rossin’s “Dialectic Education” proposal.

“Since Democracy and Peace are products of people’s minds, it is inside the minds of people that Democracy and Peace must first be built,”  Antonio Rossin, Italian neuro-psychiatrist in the introduction to his project on “Dialectic Education”.

Rossin’s proposal, which is addressed mainly to parents, deals with the development of the structural framework of the child’s mind from birth and how it is influenced through interaction with parents.  The Author argues that there are two basic models of family communication, and that the interaction between parents and the child up to the age of three years, determines which of two very different alternatives the child’s future mind orientation will follow: either towards a rigid fundamentalist personality, conformist and faithfully dependent on authority, or towards a flexible autonomous personality, capable of critical and creative social collaboration.  

Among other things, the autonomous flexible personality is recognised as being more resistant to the risk of youthful drug addiction.  As this particular argument has great power of appeal to parents, Rossin places emphasis on this aspect of his proposal. 

The communication parameters forming the two different educative models are firstly either the fixed consent or the dialectic comparison in dialogues between parents in front of the child; and secondly, either the “speaking first” or “speaking second” by parents to the child.  Rossin suggests, parents should allow the child to draw comparisons between differing opinions, usually allowing the first say to the child, thereby developing her critical capability for active and responsible interaction.  These characteristics are identical to those that a democracy demands from its citizens.  

Parents are usually left in ignorance of this critical educational opportunity that is available to them and it is important that it be brought to their attention.  Rossin’s “Dialectic Education” theory has been launched with this in mind.  His “Objective Flexibility” project has been now incorporated in the European project Socrates Grundtvig 2 “A New Chance”.  

The dissemination to parents of this information regarding the existence and the function of two different educative models, and their opportunity to consciously choose between the two, is entrusted to an “Informative Questionnaire” to be distributed via schools worldwide.  

The project is copy-free.

The implementation of Rossin’s educative proposal is both easy and cheap.  It requires no more than the distribution of the “Questionnaire” (see overleaf), to parents through their children’s schools.  Which school principal, properly approached, would reject the opportunity to allow their school to take advantage of such an informative tool, designed to increase the educative choice of parents, and to increase the ability of pupils for critical and flexible social participation?  Their healthy psychological outlook being every bit as important as their physical health in determining the health of the society of tomorrow?  

All Rossin’s writings are copyfree at the http://www.flexible-learning.org website. 
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Informative Questionnaire on Primary Prevention of Drug Addiction  

(draft)

1. Has anyone ever informed you that, apart from recovering marginalised young people and fighting drug pushers and organized crime, “Prevention” also involves the primary education/training of children to behave autonomously, self-critically and independently? 











Yes
   No

2. Has anyone ever informed you that, “Primary Drug Prevention” depends on the way a family or school communicates with children?











Yes
   No

3. Has anyone ever informed you that, if parents/teachers avoid making dialectical comparisons during family discussions which take place in the presence of children, children can be conditioned to become addicted?  And that, if parents/educators accept and use dialectical (conflict-solving) dialogue in the family and in schools, the growing child is inclined to develop an autonomous independent, flexible personality? 











Yes
   No

4. Has anyone ever informed you that Health Authorities suggest that parents and teachers adopt education-communication models aimed at fostering an autonomous, independent, self-aware and “flexible” personality in young people? 











Yes
   No

5. Do you think that a deepening of the mentioned informations could help parents perform their formative – educative task?











Yes
   No

(please delete as appropriate)

If you answered any question with Yes, please indicate how you received the information  (replies will be confidential):

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…….……………………………………..……………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

This questionnaire is an excerpt from the “Objective Flexibility” project, by the Italian partnership of the European project Socrates Grundtvig 2 “A New Chance” 

Details about the European Project and the “Dialectic Education” proposal at :

http://www.flexible-learning.org  -  No copyright. 

Dialectic Education consultant: Antonio Rossin mailto:info@educazionedialettica.it 

Local promoter(s): (optional - put your name-address and/or that of your association here)

